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| + Of the preſent judgement of the 
5 Vniverſity of Oxzxorp, 


CONCERNING 
cT he Solemne League and Covenant. 


The Negative Oath. 


The Ordinances Concerning Diſcr- 


© plineand VVorſhip. 
_ eApproved by generall conſent in a full 


( onvocation, 1. Fun. 164.7. 
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| A Solemn League and Covenant , for 
Reformation, and defence of Reli- 
g10n, the honour and happineſſe of 
the King, and the Peace and Safety 
of the three Kingdomes, England, 


Scotland, and Freland. 


VV* Noblemen, Barons, Kmght:, Gentlemen, ( ttiz.ens, Bur- 
k. geſſer, Minfters of the Gofpell , an1 ( ommens of al ſorts 
in the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, by the Provs- 
dence of Go.{ living under oneKing and being of one Reformed Religi- 
0n,having before our eyes the glory of God,and the advancement of the 
Kingdome of our Lord and Saviour feſus Chriſt, the honour and hap- 
__ of the Kings HMajeſtie, ani His Poſterity, and the true pub- 
lick Lybertic, Safetie, and Peace of the Kingdoms wherein every 
ones private condition 15 included, and calling to 29:9d the treachers:es 
and bloudy plots, (onſpiracies, Attempts, and prattices of the Enemies 
of God againſt the true Religion, antl Profeſſors thereof in all places, 
efperially in theſe three Kingdomes, ever ſixce the Reformation of 
Religion, and low much their rage, power, and pre/umption are of 
late, and at this time increaſed and exerci/ed ; Whereof the deplorable 
eftate of theChwrch ani Kingdom of Ireland,the d:jtreſſed ſtate of the 
( hurch and Kinzdome of England, a4 the dange: 0:45 eſtate of the 
Church and Kingdowe of Scotland, are preſent ard publick T eſs :mo- 
mes; We have now at lift, (after other meanes of jr:pplication, Re- 
monſtrance, Proteſtatioas, and Sufferings) for the preſer vatio:s of our 
ſelves and our R eligion from atter rutae and deftrift;o1, according 
ts the commendable prattice of theſe K ingdomes in ſormer tines, anl 
the Example of Gods Prople tn other Nations ; after mature dclihe- 
ration reſolved and cletermine.{ to enter ints a mutuall and /olemne 
League and Vo renant, Wherein we all ſub{cribe, und etch o:e of s 
4 him/clfe with our haz.!s lifeed up to the moſt High God, Lo 
WPAY ; 


Ka. That 


Hat we -ſhal ſincerely, really, and conſtantly, through the 

| Grace of God, endeavour in cur {everall places and callings, 
the preſervation of the Reformed Relizion in the Church of 
Scetland, in Doftrine, Worſhip, Diicipline and Government, 
againſt our common Enemies ; The Reformation of Religion | 
in the Kingdoms of Exoland and Trelandin Lodtri ine, Worſhip, 
Ditcipline and Government, according to the Word of God,and - 
the example of the belt reformed Churches : And ſhall endea- 
vour to bring the Chuiches of God inthe three Kingdomes, to 
the neareſt conjunAtion and uniformity in Religion, Confeſſion 
of Faith, Form of, C:urch Government, DireQory tor Worthip 
and Catechizing; That we and our poſterity after us may as Bre- 
thren live in Faith and Love, and the Lord may delight to dwell 
in the midſt of us. 


Ib. 


Vw 


That we ſhall in like manner, without reſpe& of perſong, en-- 
deavour the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, {that is, Church Go- 
vernment by Archbiſhops, Baſhops, their Chancellours and Com- 
miflaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons , and all 
other Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending on that Hierarchy ) Su- 
perſtition, Hereſie, Schiſine, Profanenefſe, and = ſhall 
be found to be contrary to ſound Doctrine, and the power of 
Godlineſle ; leſt we partake in other mens ſinnes, and thereby be 
in danger to receive of their plagues, and that the Lord may be 
one, and his Name one in the three Kingdomes. 


T11. 


We ſhall NAN the ſameſincerity, reallity and conſtancy, 11 OW 
feverall Vocations, endeavour with our eſtates and lives, mutual- 
ly to preferve the Rizhts and Privileges of the Parliaments, an 

_ the Libertics of rhe Kingdomes, and to preſerve and defend the 
Kings Majeltes perion aud authority, in the preſervation and dc- 
fence of the true Religion, and Libertics of the Kingdomes, that 
rhe worldemay bear witneſl with our coniciences of our Loyal- 
rie,. and that we have no thouzhts or intentions £0 dimimſh His 
Majeſtic S Jult 1 Power and greatnels, We © 


FIEE 

We ſhall alſo with all faithfullnefle endeavour the diſcovery, 
of all ſuch as have been, or thall be Incendiaries, Maliznants, or 
evill Inſtruments, by hindring the Reformation of Religion,divi- 
ding-rhe King from hts people, or one of the Kingdomes from. 
another,or making anyfaction or parties amoneſt the people,con- 
trary to this Leagne and Covenant, that they may be brouzht to 
publick triall, and receive condigne puniſhment, as the degree 
of their offences {hall require or deſerve, or the ſupream Judica- 
tories of both Kingdomes reſpectively, or others having power 
from them for that effect, (hall judge convenient. 


V. 


And whereas the happineſſe of a bleſſed Peace between theſe 
Kingdomes, denied in former times to our progenitours, is by 
the good providence of God granted unto us, and hath been 
lately concluded, and ſetled by both Parliaments, we ſhall each 
ene.of us,according to our place and intereit endeavour that they 
may remain conjoyned in a firm Peace and Union to all polteri- 
ty; And that Jultice may be done upon the wilfull oppoſcrs 
thereof, in manner expreſſed in the precedent Articles. 


3 


We ſhall alfo according to our places and callings in this com- 
Mon cauſe of Religion, Liberty and Peace of the. Kingdomes, af- 
Wt and defend all thoſe that enter into this Leagne and . Cove- 
nant, in the. maintaining and . purſuing thereof, and ſhall nor fuf- 
er our ſelves directly or indirectly by whatſoever combination, 
perlwaſion or terrour to be divided and withdrawn from this 

leſed Union andConjunction,wherher to make defection ro the 
contrary part, or to give our ſelves to a deteſtable indifferencic or 
Kutrality in this cauſe, which ſo much concerneth the glory of 
d, the good of the Kingdoms 'and the honour of the King ;. 
ur ſhall all the dayes of our lives zealoufly and conſtantly con-- 
une therein,againſt alloppoſition, & promote thelſame according 
tO our power, againlt all lets and impediments whatſoever ;_ and 
What we are not able our ſelves to ſuppreſs or overcome,we {hail. 
5 A: i | revcal. 


-reveal & make known, that it may be timely prevented or remo- 
ved ; All which we ſhall do as in the fight of God. 


* And becunſe theſe Kinguoms art guilty of many ſinaes and prouts 

catibns ngarnft God, 4d bis Son Feſzs Chriſt, as us too manifeſt by wnr 
preſent Ft ſſes and dangers the fruits thereof ; We profeſſe and de- . 
clare before God and the world, our unfained deſire to be humbled for 
our owne ſins , aud for the fins of theſe Kingdoms , eſpecially that 
we have not as we oueht, valued the ineſtimable benefit of the Goſpel, 
that we have not labeured for the puritic and power thereof, an1xhat 
we have not endeavoured ts receive Chriſt 4n our hearts, nor towalks 
worthy of him in our lives , which are the cauſes of other ſinnes and 
tranſgreſſions ſo much aboundiag amoarit us ; And onr true and un- 
f::ined purpoſe, deſire, and endeavour for onr ſelves, ani all others ute 
der our power aad charge, both in publick and #2-prevate, in all dptics 
we owe to God and mairyto amend our lives,:aud each one to ave before 
another in the example of a reall Reformation, that the Lord may tun 
away hs wrath ani heavy indignation , and eſtabliſh the{e (CInerrivs. 
and Kingdoms 14 truth and peace, Ani this { ovenant we make WW 
the preſence of Almizhty God the ſearcher of all hearts, with. a We 
intention to perforns the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that great a» 
When the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be aſcloſed. oft humbly beſerth- 
ing tne Lerd to ſtreagthen 1s by hus holy Spirit for thi; endganl to bleſſe 
or deſires and proceedinos With ſuch ſrcceſſe, as may be delrverance 
and fatety to his prople,and encouragement to other ( 1 hriſtian(hurches 
groaning Hnder, or 171 danger of the yoke of Artichriſtiun tyrannie ; 10 
1992 42 the ſame, or like Aſſoctation and Covenant to the glory of God, 
te enlargement of the Kingdome of Feius Chriſt, and the peace ans 
tranguil:ty of Chriftian K inzaoms ant Common-wealths. - 


The Negative Oath. 


| It A. B. Doe ſweare from my heart,that F 
will not directly,nor mdiretty,adhere un- 
| to, or willingly aſfiſt the King m thu War, 
| or in this ( auſe,againſt the Parliament,nor 
| any Forces raiſed without the conſent of 
the two Houſes of Parliament,in this Cauſe 
or Warre : «And F doe likewiſe ſweare,that 
| my comming and ſubmitting my ſelfe under 
. | the Power and Protettion of the Pariia- 
| ment; 22 without any manner of Deſigne_— 
| hatſoever, to the prejudice of the procee- 
| dings of this preſent Parliament, and with- 
| out the direttion, privity, or advice of the_ 
King , or any of his Councell, or Officers , 
| 0her then what F have now made knowne. 
So helpe me God, and the contents of this 
Books. — 


Rea- 
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Reaſons why the Untverſity of Oxford 


cannot ſubmit to the Covenant, the 
N epative Oath, the Ordinance con- 
cerning Diſcipline & Direfory men- 
tioned in the late Ordinance of Par- 
liament for the Viſitation of that place. 


FHereas by an Ordinance of the Lords and Com- 
mons Afembled in Parliament, fer the Viſitation 
and Reformation of the Univerſity of Oxford 

YA lately pul-lifhed, power is given to certain perſons 

Ef therein named as Viſitors, to .enquire concem- 

| Wo 4ng thoſeof the faid Univerſity that neglect to 
take the Solemn League and Covenant , and the Negative Oath 
being xendred unto them, and1ikewiſe concerning thoſe that op- 


| - polethe execution of the Nrdinances of Parlament CONCErning 


the Diſcipline-and Direfory, or ſhall not promote or cauſe the 
lame to be put in execution according to their ſeverall places and 
callings, We the Maſtcrs, Schollars, and other Officers and Mem- 
bers of the ſaid Univerſity, not to judge the Conſcienccs of others, 
but to clear ourſelves before: God and the world from all {uſ- 
Pition. of Odftinacie, whilft we diſcharge our. own, preſent to 
conſideration the true reaſons of our preſent judgment concer- 
ning the (aid Covenant , Oath , and Ordinances: Expecting ſo 
much Juſtice, and hoping for ſo much Charity, as either not to 
be prefſed to conforme to what 1s required in any the premiſles , 
further then or preſent judgements will warrant us ; or Not con- 
demned for the refuſing ſoto.do, without cleare and recall fatis- 
wo: B I. 


. 
% 


(2) 


8. 1. 
Of the Preface to the Covenant. 


TE He Exceptions againſt the Introduftory Pretace to the Coye- 

{ nant although we infiſt not much upon, becauſe it may be 
Gid tobeno part of the Covenant : yet among the things there- 
m contained, the acknowledgment whereof is implicitely requi- 
red of every Covenanter. 

I: Weare not able to ſay, that the rage,power and preſump#ion 
of the: enemies of God ( mm the ſenſe there intended ) 75 at 
this time increaſed. | 

2. Nor can. truly affirm that we had uſed or given conſent to 
any Swpplication or Remonſtrance to the purpoſes therein ex- 
prefled. 

3. Nor do conceive the entring into ſuch a mutual League 
and Covenant to be a lawful proper and probable meansto 
preſerve our ſelves and our Religioa from ruin and deſtrutts- 
07. 

4+ Nor can beleeve the ſame to be according to the commendable 

- prattiſe of theſe Kingdoms, or the example of Gods people i 

ether Nations, When we find not the leaſt foot-ſtep in our 
Hiſtories ofa ſ\wom Covenant ever entred into by the peo- 
ple of this Kingdom upon any occaſion whatſoever ; nor = 
can readily remember any commendable example of the like 

| doneinany other Nation: but 'are rather told by the defer 
(a) Such a» dersof this Covenant, that («,) the World never ſaw the like 
Oath, as for before. 
matter per- | 
ſons, andother Circumſtances, the like hath mot beenn any. Age or Oath We 
read of in ſacred or humane ſtories, M. Nye,Covenant with Narrative, pag-12- 


S. II. 
Of the Covenant in groſs. 


Irft, were not ſatisfied, how we can ſubmit-tothe taking 
thereof, as it isNow impoſed under a penalty. - 


7, Such impoſition {* to ourſeeming }. being repugt rote 
na 


(3) 

nature of a Covenant : which being a Contra implyeth a 

(a) voluntary mutual conſent of the Contraftors ; whereun- (a) Pattum 

to men are to be induced by perſwaltons, not compelled by eff dyornm 

power. In ſo much that the very words of this Covenant in plyriumve 

the Preface , concluſion , and whole frame thereof runne iz idem pla- 

in ſuch a forme throughout , as import a conſent rather cirum con- 

grounded upon prudential motives , then extorted by Rt- ſenſes, L- 1. 

gour, ﬀf. de Pactis. 

2: Without betraying the Liberty, which ty our proteſtation 

we are bound , and in the third Article of this Covenant 

mult ſweare , With ovur lives and fortunes to. preſerve. To 

which Liberty the impoſition of a new Oath, other then is 

eſtabliſhed by AK of Parliament, is expreſſed in the (b) Peti- (b) Whereas 

tion of Right and by the Lords and Commons in their (c) Ve- many of theme 

claratioas acknowledged to be contrary. have had an 

| oath aanmint< 

fired nnto them not Warrantable by the Laws ani Statutes of this Realm, They 
do bunsbly pray that no man hereafter be compelled ta take ſuch an oath -- All 
Which they moſt humbly pray-—as their rights aad liberties according to the 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm. Petit. of Right, 3. Carol. {c) It is declared 
16 7an, 1642, That the King cannot compel men to be ſworn Without an alt of 
Parliament. Exact Collect. pag. 859, 860. 


3- Without acknowledging in the Impoſers, a greater Power, 

. then for ought that appeareth to us, hath been in former 
time challenged ; Or_canconlilt with our former Proteſta- 
tion (if we rightly underſtand it ) in ſundry the moſt mate- 
rial branches thereof. 


2 How 


(+4) 


2, Mow we can (row that His Majeſty hath by His Pablique 
(d) proclam. (d) Tnterditt ſufficiently made knoyn His pleaſure in that 
' of g. Oftab. behalf) enter into a Covenant, the raking whereof he hath 
I 9. CAr. exprefly forbidden ; forfeiting that Obedience, which (2s 
we are perſwaded ) by ont naturat Altegiance and former 
Oathes we owe unto all ſzch His majeſtys Commands, as are 
not in our apprehenſions repugnant to the wilof God, or the 


poſitive Laws of this Kingdom. 


$ ITT. 
Of the firſt Article of the Covenant. 


Herein, firſt, we are not fatisfied, how we carr with jadg- 
'V ment {wear to endeavour to preſerve the Religion of ano- 
cher Kingdom ; F 

t« Whereof, as it dothnot concern us to haue very much, fo 

 weprofeſs to have very littleunderſtanding: 

2. Which (ſo far as the occurrents of theſe unhappy times 
have bronghrt it to our knowledg, and we are able to judg ) 
is.i1 three of the four ſpecified particulars, viz. Wor ſhip 
Difcipline, and Government, mach worle ; and in the fourth 
(chat of Dottrinc) not atall betrer then our own, which we 
= in the next paſſage of the Article required to re 

Form, ee = | | 

þ Whereinif hercafcer: we! (hal find. any thing ( as uporsfar- 

- cherunderftanding thereof it.isnor impoſſible we may) that 

may: {een ro-ug/ {{vouring of Popery, Superſtition, Hireſtts 
Or $thiſ mt, or contrary to [oun} dottrize, or the: power of 
godlineſs ; we thab be: bound by rhe next Article to-ende#- 
vour the extirpation, after we have bound: our ſelves by #19 
firſt Articte to-the preſervation thereof. * SH 

4 Whercia. we already' fink fome things { ro ous thinking } 

ſvit.) 1a ar- fb far tending towards: { x} Superſtition and (bY Suh/, 
counting Bi- that it ſecmeth to- us more: reaſonable. that we ſhould call 
ſhops Autti- . | | ; 
chat; an,and indiffexent Cexemonios 1:21 3Vpfull. (bY vigte. Int making their Ae Ct- 
pline and: goverment a Mark, of the tnue. Churob,, and the ſerromn' ap there 
 theeretting of the throne of Chriſt. Op 1554 

| YN | upon 


—_ 


CY, 

: kponthemn to reform the ſame, then that they ſhould call 

.  , Upon usto preſerve it, 

Secondly, we are not ſatisfied in the next branch, concerning 
the Reformation of Religion in our own Kingdome, in De&rine, 
Wor ſhip, Dijcipline and Government ; How we can {wear to en- 
deavour the fame, (which without making a change therein can- 
not be dene, ) 

1» Without »anifeft ſcandal to the Papiſt and Separatiſt, 

I. By yeelding the cauſe, which our godly Biſhops and Mar- 
tyrs, and all our learned Divines ever ſince the Reformation 
bave both by their writings.and ſufferings maintained ; who 

- havejuſtified, agaialt chem both, the Religion eſtabliſhed'in 

the Church of Eng/and to be agreeable to the Word of 
' God. F 
, 'By juſtifying che Papiſts in the reproaches and ſcorne b 
them caſt upon our Rehgion, whole uſuall objection ir hack 
 becnand is, that we know not what our Religion is; that 
fince welt thera, we cannot tell where to Ray; and that 
© our Religion 1s 4 (c) Þ as liamentary Ke ligion,” (c) Let us not 
be blamed if 
Weoall :t Parlament ar y Religron, Parliam-nt Gosp el.Parliameat Faith, Har- 


ding confut, of Apology, part C. Chap. 2. - 


3 Byztacite acknowledgement thar-there is ſomething both: 
in the doctrine and. workhiy., whereunto. their conformity 
© hath becanequired, not agreeable to the Word of God ; and 
conſequently juſdifying. them both, the one in-his Recaſancy,, 

' - the ogber i-his-Segaration. EY 
_ +: By amiumplyed. Confeilian, that. the Laws formerly made 
againſt Papilts in this Kingdome,and all puniſhments by vei- 
- tae thereof jnficed. upan, thern,, were uajult ;, ip. paaiſhing 
Fa yo" which.eur{clves (a5 well as thy } doe not approve 


5 Without wnanifeſt wrong uuto oxr {elves, our ConlCiences,, 
Repurationt and Eſtates; in bearing, falſe witnels. againſt our 
(elves; and {undry other. wayes - by Lwearing, io.cndeavour to re- | 


founs thee, as\camuptand.vitious,; 


(5) 

f. Which we have formerly by our Perſonal - Subſcriptions 
approved, as agreeable to Gods Word : -and have not been 
ſince either condemned by our own hearts for fo doing, or 
convinced in our judgments by any of our Brethren that there» 
1n we did amiſs. | 

2. 'Which in our Conſciences we are perſwaded, not tobe in 
any of the four ſpecified particulars { as it ſtandeth by Law 
eſtabliſhed ) much lefs in the wwhole four, againit the Word 

of God. 

3. Which we verily beleeve { and, as we think upon good 
grounds ) to be in ſundry reſpe&s mach better, and more 
agreeable to the Word of God, and the praQtiſe 'of the Catho- 
lique Church, then that- which we ſhould by the former 
words of this Article ſwear to preſerve. 

4. Whereunto the (4) Laws yet in force require of all ſuch 
Clerks as ſhal be admitred to any Benefice, the ſignification 
of their hearty aſſent, to be ancfled openly in the time of Di- 
vine Service febvee the whole congregation there preſent, 


within a limited time, and that under payn ( upon default 


made ) of the loſs of every ſuch Benefice. 

3- Without manifeſt danger of Perjury : This branch of the 
Article ( to our belt underſtandings ) ſeeming direAly contra- . 
Iy. 

1. To our former ſolemn Proteſtation, which we have bound 
-our {elves neither for hope, fear, or other reſpet ever to re-. 
linquifh. Wherein the Doqrine which we have vowed to 

maintain, by the name of the tre Proteſtant Religion ex- 

preſſed mm the Dottrine of the Church of England, we take to 
be the ſame which now we are required to endeavour to re- 
form and alter © / ; | 
2. To the Oath of Supremacy, by.us alſo taken, according to 
the Laws of the Realm, and the. Statutes of our Univerlity 
in that behalf. Wherein having firſt - teſtified and. declared 

- our Conſciences, that the Kings Highneſs ts the only [#- 
preme Governour of this Realm,We do after ſwear to our pow- 
er to aſſiſt and defend all Juriſdiftions, Priviledges, Prehems- 
nences, and Authorities foe or belonging tavhe Ion. 4 


Highneſs, His Heirs an Kcceſſors,or united aud annexe ” 
| | the 


67) 


the Imperial Crown of this Realm. One of the which Privi- 
tedges and Prehieminences, by an expreſs Statute ſo annexed, 
and that even 7 termine, in the ſelf-ſame words in a man- 
ner with thoſe uſed in the Oath, is the whole power of Spi- 
ritual or Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, for the correction and re- 
formation of all manner of errors and abuſes in matters Eccle- 
fraſtical : as by the (e) words of the fayd Statute more at (e) Sch ju- 
large appeareth.. The Oath affording the Propoſition, and ;/tiftions, 
; the Statute the 4ſſwmption, we find no way how to avoyd privileages , 
the ( oucluſion, | [7 uperiort ties 
and preheminences ſpiritual and Eccleſiaſtical, a5 b y any, Cc. for the Viſtta- 
tron of the E cclefraſtical State and Perſons, and for reformation, order and cor- 
rettion of the ſame, and of all manner errors, hereſies, [chiſms, abuſes, offe ences, 
contempts and enormities, ſhal for ever by authority of this preſent Parliament 
be united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, An AQ reſtoring | 
to the Crown the ancient. Jurifdiction, 8c. 1 Elizab. 1. 


C. IV. 
Of the Second Article of the Covenant. 


Irft, it cannot but affe us with ſome grief and Amazement, 

to ſee that ancient form of Church-Government, which we 
heartily ( and, as we hope, worthyly ) honour ; as under which 
or Religion was at firſt ſo orderly, without violence or tumulr, 
and fo happily, reformed ; and hath fince ſo long flouriſhed with 
Fruth- and Peace, to the honoar and happineſs of our own, and 

and admiration of other Nations, not only, | 
| TL. Endeavoured tobe extirpated ; without any reaſon offer- 
ed ro our underſtandings, for which it ſhould be. thought 
Oy, or but {o much as expedient ſo to do.. But al 
2. Ranked with Popery, Superſtition, Hereſie, Schiſm and 
Prophane{s ; which we. unfainedly profeſs our ſelves to deteſt, 
as much as any others whatſoever. 

3+ And that with ſome intimation alſo, as if that Government - 
; . Were ſome way or other {o contrary to [ound dottrine, or the 
'' Porer of: Godlyneſs ,; that . whoſoever . {hould_not. — 
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the extirpation thereof maſt of neceffity payrate in other 

mens fins, which we cannot yet be perſwaded to beleeve. 

4. And we deſtreit may be confidered, in caſe a Covenant of 
like form ſhould be tender'd to the Citizens of Lerdos , 
wherein they ſhould be required to {wear, they would fin- 
cerely, really and conſtantly without refpeRt of perſons, en- 
deavour the extirpation of Treaſon,the City Government (by 
a Lord Major, Aldermen, Sheriffes, Common-Councel and 
other officers depending thereon } Afzrther, Adaltery, 
Theft, ( oſenage, and whatſoever ſhal be, --- &c. left they 
ſhould partake in other mens finnes; whether {auch a t 
could be looked upon by any Citizen, that had the leaſt ſpirit | 
ef freedom in him, as an a of Juſtice, Meeknels and Rex 
ſon ? 

Sccondly , for Epiſcopal Government; wwe are not ſatisfied 
how we can with n good Conſticence {wear to endeavour the ex- 
tirpation thereof, 1. in reſpet# of the thing it felf. Concer- 
ning which government we think we have reaſon to be- 
ceve. 

I. That it is { if not Fare divine mn the ſtriceſt ſenſe, that is to 
fay, expreſly commanded by God in his Word, yet ) of 
Apoſtolical 1{titution, that 1s to lay, was eſtablſhedin the 
Churches by the Apoſtles, according tothe mind and after 
the example of their Maſter 7eſra Chrift, and that by vert 
of their ordinary power and anthority derived from him, > 
depated'by him-Governors of his Church. her 

2. Orarlcaſt, that Epiſcopa! Ariflocracy hactha fairer preten- 
tion, and may lay a jufter title and daim to a divincartiratin 
then any of the vther forms of Charch-=Government-can- Uo ; 
al which yet do pretend thereunts, 4x. that ef rhe-P aps! 
Art, that of the Prefoyterian Democracy, and that 

of the /nd:pengents by Particular Congregations, or Gathered 
Cheng. .- VETS. 

2. But we are affired by the undoubted tftimany-of AntieNt 
Records. and later Hiſtories, that this ferm-&f Geverament 
hath been contirned with - fach an Univerſal, Uninterupted:U- 
queſtioned ſaccefY9von.m All the Churehes of God, and an all K11g- 
Toms that have: betn called *Ohriflian -throwghour- the —_ 


9) 
wortd for fifteen hundred years together; that there never \ya: 
in all that time any conſiderable oppoſition made there again(t, 
That of 4erins was the greateſt wherein yet there was little of 
conſideration, beſide thefe two things : that ir grew at the firſt 
but out of diſcontent ; and gained him at the: Jaſt bur the repura- 
tion of an Heretique. From which Antiquity and continuance, 
we have juſt caule to fear, that-to endeaycur the extirpation 
thereof, DE 
x; Would give ſuch advantage to the Papiſts ; who uſually 
 objeRagainit us,and our Religion,the contempt of antiqui- 
ty, and the love of novelty ; that-we ſhould nor be able to 
- wipe off the aſperlion, | 
2.Would lo diminiſh the juſt Authority due to the conſenti- 
ent judgement and practice of the nniverſall Church (rhe 
- beſt interpreter of Scripture in things not clearly expreſt ; 
| for Lex carrit cum praxi: 3 that without 1t we ſhonld bear 
a loſſe in-ſundry points both of Faith and MMaxvers, at this 
- day firmly believed and ſecurely praQiced by us ; when by 
the Socinians, Anabaptits,and other SeCtaries we ſhould be 
 calleduponfor our proofes. As namely, ſundry Orthodoxall 
 Explications concerning the Trinity and Co-equality of the 
| Perfons in the God-head, againft the Ariznsand other He- 
retiques ; the number, ule and efficacy of Sacraments ; the 
| Batifing of Infants ; Nationall Churches ; the obſervation 
þ- the Lords-Day ; and even the Canon of Scripture-it 
Jelfo he's * APO 4D 
Thirdly, 5 reſpett of our ſelves ; we are not ſatisfied how-ir 
anRand with the principles of Jatice, /ngenuity;and Humanity, 
torequure the extirpation of Epiicopall Government-(unlefle it 
| had been firſt clearly demonſtrated to be unjawtull ) tobe fin- 
&rely and really endeavoured, by us, omg 
I. Who have all of us , who have taken any Degree; by:ſub- 
_. feribing the 39, Articles, teſtified -our approbation of that 
- Government : one of thoſe (a) Articles affirming rhe very (a) At 36, 
Book containing the form of rheir Conſecration to contain -- ; 
' 1n-1t nothivg contrary to the Wordof God. : oo 
2, Who havemoſt-of ns (viz.asmany as bayeentred:jvtothe 
 - Miniftery)-ceceived Orders from their hands: whem:.we 
%s ey —» ſhould 


* 
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fhould very il requite for laying their hands upon us, if we 
ſhould now lay to our hands to root them up , and cannot 
rell for what. 
3+ Who have ſundry of us, fince the beginning ofthis Parlia- 

ment, ſubſcribed our names to Petitions exhibited or inten « 
ded ro be exhibxed to the High Court, for the continuance 
of that Government. Which as we then did fincerely and 
really,ſo we ſhould withlike (incerity and reality,ftill (not 
having met with any thing fince to ſhew us our errour) be 


ready to doe the fame again, if we had the ſame hopes we 
then had of the reception of ſach Petitions. 


4+ Who hold ſome of us our livelyhood, either in whole or 
in part,by thoſe titles of Deanes, Deanes and Chapters, &c, 
mentioned in the Articles; being members of ſome Colle- 
gate or Cathedrall Churches. And our memories will not 
readily ſerve us with any example in this kind ſince the 
world began, wherein any late or profeſſion of men, 
though convicted (as we are not) of a crime that might 
deſerve deprivation , were requiredto bind thernlelves by 
oath, ſincerely and really to exdeaveny the' rooting out of 
that (in it felfe not unlawfull) rogether wherewitch they 
muſt alſo root out themſelves, their eſtates and lively- 
hoods, | 
5. Eſpecially ir being uſuall inmoſt of the ſaid Churches, that 
juch perions as are admitted members thereof, havea per- 
ſonall Oath adminifired untothem, ro maintain the ho- 
nour, Immunities, Liberties, and profits vf the ſane; and 
whilſt rhey live to ſeek the good, and not to doe any mh1ng 
to the hurt, hindrance, or prejudice thereof; or in over. 
words to the.like effect. b 
4. Fourthly, #n reſpebt of the Churth of Englavd : we are nottitis* 
fied how wecan lwear to endeavonr the exticpation of theeRa- 
bliſhed Government , no neceffry or juſt Cauſe for io domg, 
_ offering ir ſelfe, or. being offered to oar undertian- 
ings. 


1, Since all change of Government tungvoidably.briegeth with - 
it, beſides thote that are preſent and evideht , {andty _ E 
-Nconvenlences , Which no wir of rnati canpoſhbly fore 
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to provide againſt, till late experience diſcover them ; We 
cannot be ſure, that the evils which may enſue upon the 
change of this Govenment , (which hath been of ſo long 
continuance in this Kingdome, 1s ſo deeply rooted in the . 
Lawes thereof, and hath 'o near a conjunRion with, and fo 
ſtrong an influence upon the Civill State and Governmenr, . 
as that the change thereof muſt infer the neceflity of a grear 
alteration to be made in the other alſo,) may not be grea - 
rer then the ſuppoſed evils whatſoever they are, which by 
this charge are {ought to be remedied, For there are not 
yer any come to our knowledge of that deſperate nature, 
as not to be capable of other remedy, then the utter extir- 
pation of the whole Government it lelte. Fe 
2, Whereas the Houſe of Commons have (b) remonſtrated, (b) — give + 
chat it was far from their purpole or defire to aboliſh the advantage to 
Church- Government, but rather that all che m:wbers of the this XAalig = 
Church of England ſhould be regulated by ſuch Rules of Order nant Party to 
and Diſcipline as are eſtabliſhed by Parliament,and that it was traduce our 
Malignancy to infuſe into the pe: ple that they hadany other Proceedingse 
meaning : We are loth by confenting to the ſecond Article They infuſe 
tobecome guilty of ſuch /»fu/for , as may bripg us within #»to the peo 
the compaſle and danger of rthefourth Article of this Co- ple that we 
venant. | mean to abs» 
liſh all Charch- Government ——Remonſt,x 5. Dec.1 641.Exa&t ColleR.pag.19. 
The Lords and { ommons doe declare, That they intend a due and neceſſary Refor - 
mation of the Government and Liturgy of the Church , and to take away nothing in 
the one or inthe other, but what ſhall be evill and 1uitly offenſive, or at leaſt nnne* 
ſſary and burtheuſome. Declar.9. Apr.164 2. ExaR Coll. p, 135. 
- 3+ Since it hath beendeclared by ſundry (c) As of Parlia- (c) Sratnt,of 
| ment, That the holy Church of England was founded im the Carlile 25, 7 
frate of Prelacy within the Realm of Eugland: We darenor E, 1. recited - | 
by endeavourivg the extirpation of Prelacy, firikeat the z5.E.39 | 
_ Yery foundation, and thereby (as much as in ns lyeth) co- 
operare towards the ruine of this famous Church ; which 
un all conſcience and duty we are bound with our ntmoRt 


\ 


_ Jawfull pawerco uphold. 
Laſtly ifs refpe(t of our Obligations to His Aoajeſty by oar Duty 
z C2 and 
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ard oathes: we are not ſatisfied how we can fivear to cndeayonr 
the extirpation of the Church- Government-by Law eſtabliſhed, 
without torfeirure of thoſe Obligations. 

;, Having inthe Oath of Supremacie acknowledged the King 
to:bethe onely Supreme Governony in all Ecclefiafticall Cans 
ſes, and over all Ecclefiaſticall Perſons; and having bound 
our- ſelyes both in that Oarh, and by our Proteſtation, Ts 
maintain the Kir:gs Honour Eſtate, Juriſdiftions,andall man- 
ner of Rights : 1t 15 cleare to our underſtandings, that we 
cannot without diſloyalty and injury to Him, and donble 
Perjury to our {elves, take upon us without. his conſent to 
make any alteration 1n the Eccleſaſticall Lawes or Go- 
vernment,much lefle to endeavour the extirpation thereof: 

Unleſle the impolers of this Covenant had a power and 
(d) They in- meaning (which they have openly (d) diſclaimed ) to ab. 
fuſe imo the ſolve ns of that Obedience, which under God we owe unto 


people , that His Majeſty, whom they know to be intruſted with the 
aa Eccleſialticall Law, 


to leave every man to his ownfancie —-abſolving him of that Qbedience which ht 


owes under God unto His Majefty ,vhom we kyow to be entruſted with the Eccleſia 
fticall Law as elf with the Temporall. Exa&t Colle&,ubi tup.p. rg. 


2, We cannot ſincerely and really endeavour the extirpation 
of this Goyernment, without a ſincere defire and reall en- 
deavour , that His Majeſty would grant His Royall Aﬀent 
to ſuch extirpation. Which we ate ſo far from defiring and 
endeavouring , that we hold it our boundenduty-by-our dal- 
ly prayers to beg at the bands of Almighty God, that he 
would nor for our fins ſniffer the King ro doe an a ſo pre- 
(ſe) Thaths . judiciallro his honour and conſcience , as to conſent to che 
will grazt , rooting out of that eſtate.,, which by -ſo many branches of 
beep and cone his (e) Coronation Oath, he hath in ſuch a ſolemn. manner - 


firm the Laws ,Cuſtomes,and F ranchiſes granted tothe Clergy by the glorious Kin 


S$. Edward. Andthat pe willgrant and preſerve unto the Biſhops and tothe { hurches 
 Committedto their c harge all Canonicall P riviledges and du: L aw -and Taſtice ; and 
. that he will prate@t and. defend them,as every good King in hit K ingdome onght to + 

be Protettor and Defender of the Biſhops and the ({hnreches under their Govern- 

ment, Vice Exact Coll, p,250, 2gt.. Tn RG 


ſyorp.-: 


—  — 
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fyorn by the jaſhliance of God to his power to maintain 

and preſerve. | 

2. By the Laws of this Land, (f) the Collation of Brſhapricks (t) See Star, © * 
and (g) Deanries ; the (h) fruits and profits o! their Lands 25. H.8.20. 
and Revenues during their vacancies; the (1) firſts fruits and &1.E. 6. 2. 
yearly tenths our of all Ecclefiaſticall Promotions ; and ſun- (g) See Star, 
dry other Priviledges, Profits, and Emoluments, ariſing out 39. Eliz. 8. 
of the State Ecclefiaſticall,are eitabliſhed in the Crown,and (h) Star. 14. 
area conſiderable part of the Revennes thereof ; which, by £.3. 4. 5. 
the extirpation of Prelacy.as iris in the Article expounded, & 27,£, 3. 
or by ſubſequent praftice evidenced, will be {everedand cut 1 4. 

© off tronr the Crown, to the great prejudice and: damage (1) Stat. 26, 
thereof, Whereunto, as we ought not in common reaſon, 7.8.3. & 
and in order to our Allegiance as Subjects, yeeld our con- I.E. qe 
ſent ; ſo having {worn expreſly to maintain the Kings honour 
aud eftate, and to our power to aſſiſt and defend all Jurit- 
ditions, &c. belonging to His Highneſle, or united and an- 
nexed to the Imperiall Crown of the Realm, we cannot 
without manifelt Perjury (as we-conceive) conſent there -- 
unto. 

4. The Government of this Realm being confeſledly an Zz-- 

. pire or (k-) Monarchy, andthar of a moſt exceilent remper (k)-- Suprea 
andconfitution ; we underſtand not how i: can become us - ram pote/ta- 

- todefire or endeavour the extirpation of that Govenment rem: & mer; + 
In the Church, which we conceive to be incomparably of all ;zperium a-- 

. other the mot agreeable, and no way prejudictall to the: pad nos babet 
Rate-of. ſo well a conſtituted Monarchy. In fo much as Rex.Cambd, © 
King James would often fay , what his long experience .1/hereas by 
had raughr him, No Biſhop, no Kthg. Which Aphoriſme, ſundry divers 
though we find in ſundry Pampilets of late years to have o/d anthn- 

' been exploded with much confidence and icorn ; . yet we tigue Hits. 
mult profeſſe ro have met with very little 1n- the proceed- 7 es & Chres - 
ings of the late times, to weaken our belief of it. And we zicles it is 

| manifefily 
atclaredand expreſſed, that this Realm of England is an Empire, and ſo hath been: 
accepted in the world, governed by one Supream Head and King, having the digni- ”_ 
ty and rojall eftate of the Imperiall (rown of the ſames Stat,24 8.12, Sec al-- 
{0 x Elizab. 3. | 'E a= 
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hope we ſhall be the leſſe blamed for our unwillingnefſe to 
bave any aRuall concurrence 1n the extirpating of Epiſco= 
pal! Government : ſeeing of ſuch extirpation there is no 
other nſe imaginable, bur either the alienation of their Re- 
vennes and Inheritances,(which hoy it can be ſevered from 
Sacriledge and Injuſtice we leave others to find out) or to 
make way for the introducing of ſome other Form of 
Chr Moetentiieit which wharſoever it ſhall be; will 
(as we think) prove either deſtructive of, and inconfiftent 
with Monarchicall Government, orat leaſt. wiſe more pre- 
judiciall to the peaceable, orderly , and effeRuall exerciſe 
rhereof, then a well-regulated Epiſcopacy can poſlibly be, 


ed. v. 


Of the other parts of the Covenant. 


Has inſiſted rhe more upon the two firſt Articles, that 


concern Religion and the Church, and wherein our ſelyes 
have a more proper concernment: We ſhall need to infilt the 
lefle upon thoſe that follow ,contenting our ſelves with a few (the 
moſt obvious) of thoſe many great, and (as we conceive) juſt ex- 
 ceptions, that lye there againſt. | | 

In the third Article, we are not ſatisfied that our endeayour 

to preſerveand defend the Kings Majefties Perſon and Authority 
1s ſo limited, as there it is, by that addition, /» the Preſerve” 

tion and defence of the true Religion , and Libertyes of the King- 

dome, Foralmuch as | . 

t. No ſuch limitation of our duty in that behalf is robe found, 
either in the Oathes of Supremacy and Alleagiance;(which 
no Papiſt would refuſe to take with ſuch a limitation) nor 
1n the Proteſtation, nor in the Word of God. 

2. Our endeavour to preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of 
Parliaments , and Liberties of the Kingdomes, is requt- 
red to be ſworn of us in the ſame Article without the Ike 
or any other limitation added thereunto. 

3- Such limitation leaverh the duty of the SubjeR,arſomuch 
looleneſle, and the ſafery of the King at ſo great unccttain- 


ry 
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ty; that whenſoever the Peopleſhallhave a mind to with- 
draw their obedience, they cannot want a pretence, from 
the ſame for ſo doing. Rd | 

4. After we ſhould, by the very Jaſt thing we did (viz.ſwea- 
rivg with ſuch a limitation) have made our ſelves guilty of 
an aQuall and reall diminution ( as we conceive) of His 
Majeſties juſt power and greatneſle : the obteftation would 
ſeem very unſeaſonable (ar the leaſt) with the ſame breath 
to call rhe world to bear witnefle with our Conſcienees, 
that we had no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh the 
ſame, 

5, The ſwearing with ſuch a limitation 1s a Teſtimony of the 
SubjeQRs Loyalty (toour ſeeming) of a very ſtrange natnre x 
which, the Principles of their ſeverall Religions ſalved, the 
Conſcience of a moſt reſolute Papiſt or Setary may e- 
curely ſwallow, and the Conſcience of a good Proteltanc 
cannot bur (trein at. 

In the fourth Article, 

1, We defire it may be conſidered, whether the impoſing of 
the Covenant inthis Article do not lay a neceffity upon the 
Son, of accuſing his own Father,and purſuing him to de- 
AraRion; in cale he ſhould be an Incendiary, Malignanr,or 

Other evill Inſtrument, ſuch as inthe Article is deſcribed. 
A courſe, which we conceive to be contrary to Religion, 
Nature and Humanity. | 
2. Whether the ſwearing according to this Article, doth not - 
rather open a ready way, to Chiidren thar are fick of the 
| Father, Husbands that are weary of the Wives, &c. by ap- 
| _ ſuch, as Rand between rhem and their deſires, of - 
Malignancy, the better to ctfetuate their unlawtull inten - 


4. Hs F473 bender SA 
— bs 


_ Tons anddelignes. 
| 3: Our ſelves having: ſolemnly proteſted to maintain the- 
Liberty of the Subje&,and the Houſe of Commons having . 
' Publiquely declared againſt the exerciſe of an Arbirrary 
Power, with Order thar their aid Declaration ſhould be 
1 Printed andpublifhed in all the Pariſh- Churches and Chap- 
pells of the Kingdome, there to Randand remaine as a teſti- 
tory of the clearnefle of. their intentions ; wo the 
| b DO NINY "let. 


. 
% 
- 


(16) 

 fabjeQing of our ſelves and brethren by Oath, nnto ſuch 
puniſhments as ſhall be inflied upon ns (without Law or 
Merir) at the ſole pleaſure of ſuch uncertain Judges as ſhall 
be upon any particular occafion deprred jor that effeft, of. 
what mean quality or abilities ſoever they be, even to the 
.takivg away of ourlives, #f they [hall think it convenient [o to 
doe , though the degree of our offences ſhall net require or 
deſerve the ſame ; be not the betrayipg of our Liberty in 
the loweſt, and the ſetting up of an Arbitrary Power 
in the higeſt degree, that can be imagined. 

The ſubſtance of the fift Article, being the ſettling and contt- 
Duance of a firm peace and union betyyeen the three Kingdemes, 
ſince it 1s onr bounden duty to deſire, and according to our leve- 
rall places and intereſts by all lawfull meanes to enceavour the 
lame : we ſhould make no ſcruple at allto enter into a Covenant 
to that purpole, were it not 

7. That we doe not ſee, nor therefore can acknowledge the 

happineſſe of ſuch a bleſſed Peace between the three King- 
. domes {tor we hope ireland 1s not forgotten) as inthe Ar- 
iele is mentioned : So long as 7reland is at Warre within 
it ſelf, and both the other Kingdomes engaged in hal 
Watre. | 
2, That ſince no peace can be firm and well- grounded that 1s 
pot bottom'd upon Juſtice , the moſt proper and adcquate 
att whereof is, Jus ſuum cuig, , to let every one havethar 
which of right beloygeth unto him; we cannot conceive 
how a. firm and lafling Peace can be eftabiiſhed in theſe 
Kingdomes, unlefle the reſpective Authority, Power, aÞ 
Liberty of Kizg, Parkament, and Subjett, as well every One 
as other , be preſerved ſull and entire, according to thE 
known Lawes and continued unqueſtioned cuſtomes of rhe 
ſeverall Kingdomes in former times, and betore che begin- - 
ning of thelie jad diſtractions, Re; 
In the 6xth Article we are altogether unſatisfied. __ _. 
1» The.whole Article being grounded upqn 'a ſuppoſiti0D , 
which hath not yer been evidenced to us , viz. that his 
Care, meaning thereby (or elſe we underliand it not) the 


 joyning in this Covenant of mutuall defence for the projecu- 
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on of the late War, was the cauſe of Religion, Liberty, ard 
Peace of the Kingdomes ; and that it ſo much concerned the 


Glery of God,and the good of the Kingdomes,and the Hozour of 
the King. 


| , 2- Ifallthe Premiſſes were fo cleare, that we durſt yeeld our 
| free aſſent thereunto , yet were they not ſufficient to war- - 
rant to our conſciences what in this Article is required to 
be ſworn of us ; unleſſe we were as clearly fatisfied concern- 
ing the lawfulneſſe of the means to 'be uſed for the ſupport- 
ing of ſach a Cauſe. For ſince evill may not be done, that 
good may come thereof ; we cannot yet be perſwaded, that 
the Cauſe of Religion, Liberty, and Peace, may be ſupported ; 
or the Glory of God, the Good of the Kingdomes, and the Honour 
of the King ſought to be advanced, by ſuch means, as (to our 
belt underſtandings) are both improper for thoſe Ends, and 
deſtitute of all warrant from the Lawes, cither of God, or 
of this Realm. s 


Laſtly, in the concluſion, our hearts tremble to think, that we 
ſhould be required to pray that other ( hriſtian (hurches might be 
encouraged by our example to joyn in the like Afﬀeociation and 
Covenant, to free themſelves from the Antichriſtian yoke , &c. 
Wherein . 

I. To omit that we doc not know any Antichriſtian yoke under 
-which we were:held in theſe Kingdomes, ard from which 
we owe to this either 'War,or Covenant our freedome : un- - 

leſſe by the Antichriſtian yoke be meant Epiſcopall Govern- 
ment, which we hope no man that pretendeth to Truth and 

_ . Charity will affirm. 

2. We doe not yet fee in the fruits of this Aſſociation or Co- 
venant among our ſelves,any thing ſo lovely asto invite us to 
deſtrE {much lefle to pray) that other Chriſtizn Churches 

.. ſhould follow our example herein. 
. To pray to the purpoſe in the concluſion of the Covenant 
expreſſed., ſeemeth to us all one in eftect, as to befeech Al- 
mighty God, the God of Love and Peace, 
'1. To take all Love and Peace out of the hearts of Chri- 
ſtians, and to ſet the whole Chriſtian world in a com- 
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2. To render the Reformed Religion, and alt Proteſtants. 
odious to all the world. 

3- To provoke the Princes of Exrope to uſe more feyerity 
towards thoſe of the Reformed Religion : if not (for 
their own fecurity) to root them quite out of rheir ſe- 
verall Dominions. 

4. The tyranny and yoke of Antichriſt, if laid upon the 

, necks of Subjedts by their lawfull Soveraignes, is to be 
thrown off by ('hbrifti an boldneſs in confeſſing the Truth, 
and Patient /affering for it ; not by taking up Armes, or 
violent reſiſtance of the Higher Powers. 


= 2 
Some Conſiderations concerning the meaning of 
the (, ouenant. | 


(); aforeſaid ſcruples are much ſtrengthned by theſe enſu- 
ng Conſiderations, = 

Firft,chat wheareas no Oath, which is contradiQory to it ſelf, 

can be taken without Perjurv; becauſe the one part of every coſt 

tradition muſt needs be falſe:rhis Covenant either indeed cot 

rainerh, or at leaſtwiie (which to thepoint of conſcience isnot. 
much lefle effeFuall-) ſeemeth to us to contain ſundry Contra” 

ditions ; as namely, amongſt others, theſe: 

7. To preſerve as it is, without change, and yer to reforme_ 
and aiter,and not to preſerye,one and the ſame reformed Re- 
ligion.. ; | 

2. Adzolutely and without exception ro preſerve; andiyet UP- 
on ſuppoſition to extirpate the ſeit-ſame thing,v;z.he Pre” 
{ent Religion of the Church of $:orland. 

3:To reform Church-Government eſtablithed in £x land,and 
Trelana,according to the Word of God : and yet to extirpat© 
that Government which we are perſwaded to be accor-. 
ding th-reunto, for the introducing of another-whereot 
we arc .1vr {0 perſwaded; | 
4. To endeavour really the extirpation of Hereſies,s chiſ1 115,404 
Praphaneneft;and yet withali to cxtirpate thatGovernment 


in the Church,the want of the due exerciſe whereof we con 
”  CEIVE 


+ £4 


\ © ceive to have been one cluef cauſe 6F the. growth of the 
ſaid evills; and dotbelieve the reftoring and continuance 
orb would be the moſt proper and effeQuall re- 
medy. 
. To preſerve with eur eft ates aud lives , the Liberties of the 
Kingdeme; that is, (4s in the Proteſtation is explained) of 
the Subje&; and-yet contrary to theſe Liberties, to ſubmit 
to the impoſition of this Coverart, and of the Negative 
Oath, not yet eſtabliſhed by Law : and to put our lives and 
eſtates under the-arbitrary power of ſuch as may take a- 
way both from us when they pleaſe, not onely withour, 
but even againſt Law, f they foall judge it convenient (6 
t0 ave. 
Secondly,we find in the Covenant,fundry expreſſions of dark 
or doubtfull conſtructian : Whereunto we cannot ſweare in 
pdgement,ti!l their ſenſe be cleared and agreed upon. As,,Who 
are the Common Enemies? and which be the beſt Reformed { hur- 
ee? mentianed 1n the firſt Article. Whoſin the fourth Article) 
areto-be accounted Aalignants > How far that phraſe of hin- 
dring Reformation may be extended ? What is meant by the [#- 
preme Judicatory of both Kingdomes ? and ſundry other. 
Thirdly, by the uſe that hath been made .of this Covenant, 
(ſometimes ro purpoſes of dangerous conſequence.) we are 
brought jnto ſome fears and jealouſies, leaſt by taking the ſame 
we ſhould caſt our ſelves into more-ſnares then we are yet aware 
ef. For in the firſt Article, 
I. Whereas we are toendeavory the Reformation of Religion 
an this Kingdome, in Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Go- 
 vernmenat, according to the Word of God, and the example of 
the beſt Reformed Churches : | 
. The Reformation in Worſhip ( whereby we couldnot 
_  ſuppoſeany morewas intended (according to their for- F 
mer (a) Declaration) then a-ceview.of the Seryice-book, (a) The Lordi | 
put La ONE RY A and Commons | 
doe declare, T hat.they intend a due and neceſſary Reformation-of the Liturgie Z 
the Church ; and to tahe away nothing therein but what ſhall be evill, and juſt- 
!, offenfive., or .at: leaſt wmeceſſary and: burthenſame. -Declarab. 9. APY, 1 642+ 
ExaQCollpage.r3s, rr TT Tg 
CH D 2 thax 


(20) 
that the tranſlations might be in ſome places amended, 
ſome alterations made in the Offices and Rubricks;or at 
moſt ſome of the Ceremonies laid alide for the reaſons 
of expediency and condeſcention) hath produced an ut- 
ter abolition of the whole forme eſtablithed : without 
ſubſticurting any other certain form in the room there- 
of. | 
2, The Reformation in point of Diſcipline andGovernment 
intended (fo far as by the overtures hitherto made we 
are able to judge)is ſuch,as Ag conceive not to be accor- 
ding to the Word of God,nor (for any thing we know )ac- 
cording to the example of any Church that ever was in 
the world (belt or worit) iince the Creation. 
. Inthe ſecond Article, our griefe and fears had been leſfe, 
if we could have oblerved the extirpation of Popery, Hereſie, 
 Schiſme, and Prophaneneſs,to have been as really intended, 
& ſer on with as much ſpeed and animolity,as the exterpa- 
tion of Prelacy, and that which ſome call Syperftition. But 
When we ſec,under the notions of rooting our Prelacyand 
Superſticion,ſo much quickneſs uſcd to fetch in the Reven- 
'ucs of theChurch and the ſacredUtenſiſs(no otherwiſe guil 
ty of Superſtition, for ought we know, then that they are 
worth ſomething)and 0: the other (ide, ſo little yet done 
toward the extirpation of Herelie, Schiſm, and Prophane- 
neſs,(as things of leſs temporall advantage.) We cannot 
diflemble oar ſuſpition,thar the deſigners of thisCovenant 
might have ſomthing els before their eyes beſides what iN 
the beginning of the IntroduQtion is expreſied ; and that 
there is ſomching meant in this Article,that looketh 10 
like Sacriledge,that we are afraid to venture thereon. 
3.. In the third Article 
I. Although we ſhould'not otherwiſe have apprehended any 
matter of danger or moment in the ordering iof the particu- 
kars, in the Article mentioned : yet ſince M. (halloner it bB 
Speech, and others have made advantage. thereof -to -inferre 
from that very order, that the defence of the Kings Fer ſon 
and Authority ought to be with ſubordination to the Pre? 


lervation of the Righys and Priviledges of Parliaments, 27" 


a oe pe (21) 
the Laberties of the Kingdome, which are 5» the firſt place, (c) From. 
and beforc it to be endeavoured;We hope we ſhall be excu- Whence it zs 
ſed, if we dare not take the Covenant in this ſenſe;eſpecially, moſt evident, 
conſidering that if the Argument be of any force,it will bind that rhe 
us at leaſt, as ſtrongly to endeavour the maintenance of the Riohts m4 
Kings Perſon, Honour and Eſtate in the firlt place, and the Privileges of 
reſt but ſubordinately thereunto; becauſe they are'ſo ordered the Parlia- 
1m the Proteſtation : And then, that Proteſtation having the ments and 
advantage of preceding, it will bind ns more ſtrongly, as Liberties of 
being the firlt obligation, | the Kingdom 
are 1n the 


firſt place to ve preſerved. Anſw, to Scotuh Papers, 18.Nov.1646. page 21. 


2, Whereas ſome have been the rather induced to take the 
Covenant in this particular by betag rold, that that limitati- 
on , 72 the preſervation and deteace of the trrie Relivion and 
Liberties of the Kingdomes was not to be underſtood cxclu- 
ſively : yet when we finde that the Honſe of Commons in 
...: their anſwer to the Scottiſh Papers, doe (d) often preſſe {d) we 06- 
that limitation, as without which the endeavouring to pre- /erve you 
ſerve the Kings Majeſtics Perſon and Authority ouzht not mention the 
_ © tobe mentioned; it cannot bur deter ns from taking the defence of the 
'. Covenant in this particular ſo underſtood. King twice 
| 0 from the Co- 
venant, yet in both places leave ont In the preſervation and, &c. pag-39. & 46. # 
maine clarſe without Which the other part ought never to be mentioned, Page5 6» 


| 


3 Eſpecially being told in a late pamphlet, that the King not 
having preſerved the Liberties of the Kinzdome, &c. as of 
duty he ought, is thereby become a Tyrant, and ſo cea- 
ſeth to be 2 King, and conſequently that his ſubjects ccaſe.to 
be Subjects, and owe him no longer ſubjetiov. Which aſ- 

 ferrion, ſince we heartily deteſt, as falfe and ſcandalous in 

Þ- the ſuppoſition, and 1n the inference ſeditious and diveliſh ; 

..: We dare not by ſubſcribing this Article ſecme to give tho 

. - aſt countenance thereunto. _,. | 

4+ Bute: rixeth us with horror to.think what uſe hath been 
. made of this fourth Article ; concerning the puniſhment of 
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. Malignants,&c. as by others otherwayes ; ſo cſpecially by 
the Correftor of a ew without doors,Written in the defence 
of M.Challoners Speech : Who is ſo bold as to tell the Par- 
liament, that they are bound by their Covenant (for the 
bringing of evill inftraments to condigne puniſhment) ro 
deſtroy the King and his Poſterity ; and that they cannot 
juſtifie the taking away of Srr affords and ("anterburies lives 


for Delinquency, whilſt they lufter the chief Delinquent to 
£0 unpuniſhed. 


Y. VI. 
Of the Salvo's. 


He Salvo's that we have uſually met withall,for the avoy- 
ding of the aforeſaid ſcruples,cither concerning the whole 
Covenant, or ſome particulars therein of ſpeciall importance: 
We find iipon examination to be no way ſatisfaory to ourcon- 
ſciences. 


The firſt is that we may take the Covenant i» ozr ows /euſc: 


but this (in a matter of this nature, viz. an impoſed promiſory 
Oath, in the performance whereof others alſo are preſumed to 
be concerned ) ſeemeth to be. | 
I, Contrary to the nature and end of anOath, which unleſle 1t 
be full of ſimplicity, cannot be ſworne in truth and rightc- 
ouſneſle , nor ſerve to the ending of controverlies and 
contradictions, which was the uſe for which it was inſtituted 
Heb.s6. 

2, Contrary fo the end of Speech : God having given us the uſe 
of Speech for this end,that it might be the interpreter of the 
minde; it behoveth us as in all other our dealings and con- 
tracs, ſo eſpecially where there is the intervention of 4n 
Oath, ſo ro ſpeake, as that they, whom it concernetÞ, May 

clearly underſtand our meaning by our words. Nd 

3. Contrary to the endof the Covenant it ſelf. Which being the 
confirmation of a firm union among the - Covenanters, that 
by taking thereof they might have mutuall affurance of mu- 
tuall aſſiſtance & defence : If one may be allowed $0 take 7 

in one ſenſe,8& another in a contrary ; the Covenanters = + 
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have no more aſſurance of mutuall aſſiſtance each from 0- 
ther after the taking of the Covenant, then they had before. 
:4. Contrary. to the Solemne profeſſion made by each Cove- 
 _nanter (in expreſle termes in the concluſion thereof ) ix the 
preſence of Almighty God, theſearcher of all hearts. that he ta- 
Keth it with a true intention to perfornwthe (ame, as he /hall an- 
wer it at the great day. | ; 

2. This will bring a ſcandall upon our Religion, 

I. That we pra ice that our ſelves, which we condemn in the 
Papiſt, viz. Swearing with Jeſuiticall equivocations and 
mentall rcſ{-ryations. - 

2. That we take the glorious and dreadfull Name of Godin 
vaine; and play faſt and looſe with Oathes : in as much as 

- What we ſixear to day in one ſenſe, we may ſwear the direct 
co:1irary Lo morrow in another. And 

3. It witt give ſtrength to that charge: which is layed to the 

 Presbyterian. party, in ſpeciall, both (a) by 7e/zites and (b) (a) Hererict - 
Seft aries; that there. is no faith to be given to Proteſtants, ec Deo, nec 
whatcyer they ſweare ;z becauſe they may fwcare one thing heminibus 
in their words,and in their owne ſenſe mcan another. ſervant fi- 
| | acm,----Spe- 
tatims hoc addo,C nlviniftas mbacre deterioreseſſe quam Lutheramos. NamC al- 
vill s null um ſervant fidem: Fur aperjura.---- Lutherans moaeratiores ſunt, Be- 
car $:Manual. Controv.1 4.0.4.8& 6, (b) Invent Oathes and Covenants for 
| the Kin gdom,diſpence with them when he pleaſeth, (wear and forſwear as the wind. 
| !urneth, like a godly Preſoyter, Arraig.of Perſec..in Fpiſt, Ded. 


- The fecond way is, to take the Covenant with- theſe or the 
ke penerall SaFvo's exprefſed, viz So far as lawfully I may ; 
So farre as it 5 agreeable to the Word of Goa, and the Lawes of the” 
| Land, S aving all Oathes by me form: rly taken, &c, But 
1 We believe this mocking of God would bee fo far from 
 reeing us from the guilt of Perjury, that thereby we ſhould 
_Tather-contraft anew guilt of moſt vile and abominable hy- 


poeriſie. 
2.It ſeemeth all one unto us(the thing being otherwiſe ſuppo- 


'] . fed unlawful) as if we ſhould ivcar to kill, ſteal, commit 
| . Adultery,” or forſweare our ſelves, ſo far as lawfully we may... 
- 3 
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3, If this would ſatisfic. the Conſcience, we might with a good 
Conſcience not only take the preſent Covenant, but, even 
{ubſcride to the {onncetl of Trent allo; yea, and to the T wr- 
kiſh Alcoran ; and (wear to maintain and defend either of 
them, v:z. fo far as lawfully we may, or as they are agreablc 
to the Word of God. 

Thirdly, for the /econ4 Article in particular, in the branch con- 
cerning the extirpation of Church-Government, we are told 
that it is to be underſtood of the whole Government, taken col- 
leftively and in /eſ#z compoſito, {o as it we doc endeavour but the 
taking away of Apparitors only, or of aty other one kind of infe- 
riour officers belonging to the Ecclefiaſtcall Hierarchy , we 
ſhall have ſufficiently diſcharged onr whole promiſe in that 
particular without any prezudice done to Epiſcopacy. But 

1. Neither the compoſers of the Covenant by their words, 
nor the impoſers of it by their Actions, have given us the 

leaſt ſignification that they meant ho more. 

2. Yea rather, if we may judge. either by the eauſe or the 
eftets, we may well think there was a meaning to cxtil- 
pate the whole government, and every part thereof in the 
Article expreſſed, For 

| 4+ The Covenant being (as we have no cauſe to doubt) f14- 

med at the inſtance of the Scots and for the cafier pro- 
curing of their aſſiſtance in the late War,was therefore N 

all reaſon ſo to be framed and underſtood as to give them 
(e) Bytrhe _ fatisfation,&(confidering what themſelves have(c)decla- 
Covenant, red) againſt Epiſcopacy, we have little reaſon to belcev© 
both Houſes . _ thetaking.away Apparitors, or any thing, leſle then the 
of Parlia- rooting out. of Epiſcopacy it ſelf , would have fatisfied 

ment ,& 14- them. | 


ny thouſands of other His Majeſties Subjefts of England ard Ireland ftand bound 
4s Well as We to hiader the ſetting up of the Church-Government by Biſops in #* 
K ing done of Scotl.ma : e And that we as Well as they ſtand boyad to endravorr the 


extirpation thereof in England and Ireland. Scots Declar. to the States of rhe 


United Provinces, 5. Aug. 1645. recited in Anſwer to the Scots Papetſs» . 
Pag. 23, 


2. The proceedings alſo ſince the entring of this. Covenant 
nm endcavouring by Ordinance of. Parliament tO take oy 
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the Name, Power, and Revenues of Biſhops doe ſadly give 
us to underſtand, what was their meanins therein, 
\ Fourthly, as to the ſcruples that ariſe from the Soveraignty of 
the King, and the duty of Allegiance as Subjects ; we find two 
ſeverall wayes of anſwering, bur little ſatisfaction in either. 
1. The former, by ſaying (which ſeemeth to us a picce of ur- 
reaſonable and ſtrange Divinity) that Froteftivn and Subje- 
fioaFftanding in relation either to other , the King being 
now diſabled to give us protection, we are thereby freed 
from our bond of ſubjetion. Whereas 

1. The Subjefts obligation ( fs ſubjettionts ) doth not 
ſpring from,nor relate unto the actuall exerciſe of King- 
ly proteftion ; but from and unto the Princes obliga- 
rion to protect (7 Protettiozis.) Which obligation Iy- 
ing upon him as a duty which he is bound in conſcience 
to perforine, when it is in his power'ſo to doe ; the re- 
lative obligation thereunto lyeth upon us as a duty 
which we are bound in conſcience to performe, when 
it is in our power ſo to doe. His inability therefore to 
performe his duty doth not diſcharge us from the necel- 
firy of performing ours, fo longs as we are able to 

* QCocit. 

2. If the King ſhould not prote& us, but negle& his part, 
though having power and ability to perform it ; his vo- 
luntary neglect ought not to free us from the faithful! 
performance of what is to be done on our part. How 
much lefſe then ought we to think our ſelves dif-obliged 
from our ſubjetion, when the Nox-protetion on his 

| part 1s not from the want of will, but of power ? 
2. The later (wherein yet ſome have triumphed) by faying 
 Thatthe Parliament being the ſupreme Judicatory of the 
| Kingdome, the King, Whereſsever in perſon, is ever preſent 
there zz his power, as 1A all other Courts of Juſtice : and that 
therefore whatſoever is done by them, is not done without 
the King, bur by him. Bur craving pardon firlt, if in things 


without our proper ſphere we hap to ſpeak unproperly_ or 


» 


amiſfſe;We muſtnexr crave leave to be (till of the ſame mind 


 WeWe>retill it ſhall be made cyident ro our underſtandings, 


E that 


_—— 


4 


C26) 


what the King is there i» his powey, as it is evident to our ſens 
fes that he is not there iz his Perſox ; Which fo far as owe 
naturall reaſon and ſmall experience will ſerve us to judpe, 
all that hath been ſaid to that purpoſe can never ave, 
For, firſt, to the point of preſence : 
1. We have been brought up in a beliefe that for the making 
{d) The old of Lawes the actuall (d) Royal - fo was f{1mply neceflary, 
formes of and not onely a virtuall aflent ſuppoſed to be included in 
Acts of Par- the Votes of the two Houſes : otherwiſe, what uſe can be 
liam. were, made of his Nezative Voice ? or what need to (e) defire hee 
The King Royal aſſent, to that which may be done as well without it? 
Willeth, pro- 
videth, or L:ineth, eftabl;ſheth, granteth, ec. by the aſſent of Parliament ,ec. See 
Statutes till x 7.4. After that,7 he King,of the aſſent of the Lords Spirituall and 
T emporall, und at the fpeciall inſtance and requeſt of the Commons of this Realm, 
bath ordained, ec. See Statutes 1 H.4. till 1 H.7. A forme of ſuch Petition 
of the Commons, ſee 1 R. 3. 6. Prayen the ( ommons in this preſent Parliame 
aſſembled, that Where, &6. Pleaſe it therefore your Highneſſe, by the adrice and 
aſſent of the Lords Spirituall and T emporall in this your preſent Parliament aſſen- 
led, and by the authers:y of the ſame, to ordaine, &c. PO i 
Ne Bill s an Att of Parliament, Ordinance, or Editt of Law, although both the 
Howſes agree ananmozſly in it, till it hath the Royall Aſent, Ancient Cuſtoms. 
EBEL - 
Aſſemtlee de cenx troys Eftuts ef appellee un. Aft de Parliament : car ſans toms 
Yo)s neſt aſcun Aft ae Parl. Finch Nomotech. fol.21, | 
We admit that no Afts of Parliament are complete, or formally binding withew® 
the Kings aſſent. H.P. Anſwer to David Jenkins, pag.6. A 
fe )-—Which if your Xajefty ſhall be pleaſed to adorne With your Aajeſties Ro al 
«ſſent, (Without which it can neither be complete and perfett, nor——)StAt.1.JACTs 


(f) Stat.33, 2+. The (f) Statute, providing that the Kings afſent to 41), Biff 
$51.27» fgnpfeed under his great Seal ſhall be to all (intents of Law as 
valid & effectual,as if he were perſonally preſent,doth cleat- 
ly import that as to the effet of making a Law.the Kings Po- 
wer 15not otherwiſe really preſent with the rwoHoulſes, theft | 
it appeareth either in his Perfon or under his Seal:Any other 
real preſence 15 to us a riddle,nhot much nnhke to. that of Traw- 


[nbſiaxtiation.: an 1Magtnary thing : rather deviſed to. {ſerve 
: . turnes, 


_— wn 
1 _ then believed by thoſe that are content to make uſe 
of it. | 
2, Such preſence of the King there, when it ſhall be made ap- 
peare to us cither from the writs, whereby the Members of 
both Houſes are called together,or by the ſtanding/Lawes of 
the Land, or by the acknowledged judgement and continu- 
ed practice of former and latter ages, or by any expreſſe 
from the King himſelf, clearly declaring his minde to that 
purpoſe, we fthall then as becometh us, acknowledge the 
. - ſame, and willingly ſubmit thereunto. 
And as for the Argument drawn from the Anelogse of other 
Courts, wherein the Kings Power is alwayes ſuppoſed to be vir- 
tually preſent, under fubmuſſiion we conceive it is of no conſe- 
ence. 
_ The Arguments 4 yi»ore and 4 majore are ſubjeRt to ma- 
ny fallacies ; and unlefſe there be a parity of reaſon in evcry 
requiite reſpe between the things compared, will not kold 
good : A Petty Conſtable (they fay) may doe ſomething 
Which a Juſtice of Peace cannnot doe : And the Steward 
Of a pety Mannour hath power to adminſter an Oath, which 
(as weare told ) the Houſe of Commons it ſelf hath no po- 
wetito doe. 
2: That the high Court of Parliament is the ſupreamJudicato- 
ry,we have been told tris by vertue of theKings right of pre- 
fiding there, he being (g) the Supream 7udge, and the Mem- (g)Dominus 
bers of both Houſes his Councell : Which being fo, the rea- Rex habet 
ſon of difference is plain between that and otherJadicatories ordjnariam 
12 ſundry reſpeQs. juriſdiftio- 
6. em, dignita- 
Fem & poteſtaters ſuper onnes qui in reguo ſuo ſunt.—-Ea que Furiſdittions ſunt 
EG pact ad nullum pertinent {ff ad coronam & dignitatem Regiam, nec a coro- 


| 94 /eparars poſſunt. Bratton cited by Stamford, lib, 2: cap. 2. 


T. The Judges in other Courts are deputed by him, and doe 

all in his name, and by his authority ; and therefore the pre- 
; ſence of his power in thoſe Courts of miniſteriall Juriſdicti- 
-: "Ons ſufficient, . his-perſonall preſence not neceſſary, neither 
BE bath he any: perſonall vote therein at all, But in the high 
Le TN 


(28) 

: bp, © 
Court of Parliament, where the King himſelf is the Supreme | 
Judge, judging in his own name and by his own authority, 
his Power cannot be preſumed to be really preient without. 
either the auall preſence of his perfor, or ſome virtu- 
all repreſenration thereof ſignified under his great Seal. | 
. The Judges in inferiour Courts, becaufe they are to a& 
all in his name, and by his Authority, doe therefore take: 

Oathes of fidelity for the right excrciling of Judicature in 
their ſeverall places ; ſitting there, not by any proper irr-reſt 
of their owne, but only in right of the King, whoſe Judges 
they are, and therefore they are called the Kings Judges: 
and his Miniſters, But 1n the high Courr of Parttzment,. the 
Lords and Commons fit there in Councell with the King as 
Supreme Judge for the good of the whoſe: Realm; and 
therefore they are not called the Kings Judges,out the Kings 
Councel! : and they have their feverall proper rights and in- 
tereſts peculiar and diſtin botk:between themſelves,8& from 
that of the Kings ; by reaſon whereof they become d&ſtintt 

(h) For in (h) Orders, or, as of late times they have been tiled (in this 

cur Lawes.,. ſenſe as we conceive)(1) three aiſtinit Eftates. Each of which 

the Clergic, being ſuppoſed to be the belt Conſervators of their own 

Nobility, & proper interelt ; if the power of any one Eſtate ſhould be 

Communal- preſumed to-be virtually preſent in the other two., that 

ty are the Eſtate muſt needsbe 1a inevitably liable to ſliffer in the: pro- 

3. Etates. per Intereſts thereof. Which might quickly prove deftr- 

——_ Ye Jour: dive to the whole Kingdome : The ſafety and proſperity of 
| ſaid moft le-. the whole conſiſting in the conſervation of the juſt rights and: 

vine , faith- proper intercſts-of the maine parts,viz. The King,Lords,and: | 


full,and obe-- Commons, inviolate and entire. 
Aient Sub- 


jeft;, (viz. theLords Spiritnall and Temporall, and the Commons) repreſent- 
rp your Three Eftates.of your - Realme of England, 1 Eliz.2.——the State of the 


Glergie being one of the.greateft* States of this Realme. $ Eliz. 1. 
61) See F3xch ſupra ad lit. ['d].. 


2». The Judges- of other Courts, for as mach as their power is: 
but minifteriall and meerly Judicial, are bounded by the 
preſent. Lawes, and limited alſo by their.owne Ads : 4 - 
_ 


(29) 


they may neither ſwerve from the Laws,in giving Judgement, 
nor reverſe their owne Judgements after they are piven. 
Bnt the High Court of Parliament, having (by reaſon of the 
Kings Supreme Pow-* prefiding therein)a Power Legiſlative 
as wel! as Judicial), are not fo-limite by any earthly Power, 
but that they may change and over-rule the Lawes, and their 
own Acts at their pleafare. The Kings Perſonall aflent there- 
fore is not needfull in thoſe other Courts, which are boun- 
ded by thoſe Lawes whereunto the King hath already given 
his perſonall afſent : but unto any At of Power beſide, be- 
yond, above, or againſt the Lawes already eſtabliſhed , we 
bave been informed, and it ſeems to us very agrecable. to- 
reaſon, that the Kings Perſonall Aſſent ſhould be avſolutely 
neceſſary : Foraſmuch as every ſuch Act is the exerciſe of a 
Legiſlative rather then of a Judiciall power ;; and no At of 
Legiſlative power in any Community (by conſent of all Na- 
tions) can be valid, unleſfſe- it be confirmed by ſuch perſon 
_ or perſons as the Soveraignty of that Community refideth 
-=-0. Which Soveraignty, with us , ſo undoubtedly refideth in 
the perſon of the King,that his ordinary ityle ruanneth,—-0zr 
 (K)Soveraign Lord the King: And he is in the Oath of Supre- (k)» The 
._.macie exprefly acknowledged to be the onely Supreme Gover- Crows of 
norm Within hi Realmes. And we leave'it tothe wiſdome of Englandhuth - 
Others to confider, what miſery and miſchief might come to beez /6 free 
the Kingdome, if the power of any of theſe three Eftates at all timer, 
Mould be ſwallowed up by any one or both thc other, and if that it hath 
then under the name of a Judiciall there ſhould be yet really- beer 5x 20 
exerciſed a Legiſlative power. earthly ſabje= 
ER | © ooec. - +0 - þ.- -. o—— 
wediately to God in all things touching the Regality of the ſaid (rowne.---16 R.2 SY 
Onms ſub eo eff, & ipſe ſub nnllo, niſi tamtum ſub Deo. Parem. autem nox habet: 
Rex inregno ſus, quia—-Item nec multo fortias ſuperiorens aut potentiorem habere- 
dcbet, quia fec eſſet inferior ſus ſubjeftis.. Bratton. conten.1 \-/7 wi ” Wh 
— (1456. eomrgamenrr, legibus ipfis legum vin imponend peteſtatem Dexs dedit.. 


Einch;Nomotcch..in Epift. Dedic. to K, James. 


4+ Sinceall Jadiciall Power is radically and originally in the- 
VB. 3 King,, 


zntend the al- 
teration of 
#e Lawes u» 
any part of 
them,zs to le 
Dy WY ar 4- 
gainſft the 
King, ard 
Conſequently 
Treaſon by 


rhe Statute of 


25 Pigom—— 

becauſe they 

Are theKings 
Lawes. He x 
the fountaine 
from whence 
”m their ſeve- 
rall channels 
they ave aeri- 


' wedto the © © 
S$ ubjett . 'Ma- © NPR EIT DSS, | 
hn's Speech concerning the Earle of Strafford, page 12. 


ſter Saint Jo 


Go) 


7 King, (who is for that canſe ſtyled by the Lawes M The 
' , Fountazne of Juſtice) and not in any other Perſon or Per 
ſons, but by derivation from him : it ſe-meth to ns evident, 


that neither the Judges of inferio.u. Courts of 'miniſteriall 
Juſtice,nor the Lords and Commons afſembled in the High 


Court of Parliament, may of right exerciſe any other power 


over the Subjeds of this Realm, then ſach as by their reſpe- 


ive Patents and Writs ifſued from the King, or by the 


known eftabliſhed Laws of the Land formerly affented un- 
to by the Kings of this Realm doth appear to have been 


from him derived unto them, Which Lawes, Patents and 
, Writs being the exa& boundary of their ſeverall Powers, 
it hath not yet, been made appeare to onr underſtandings, 


either from the Lawes of the Realme, or from the tenour of 
thoſe Writs by which the Parliament is called, that the two 
Houſes of Parliament have any power without the King to 
order, command, or trau{ait ; but with him (m) to treat, con- 


ſult, and adviſe concerning the great affairs of the Kingdom. - 
_ In which reſpet they have ſundry 
ens to His Majeliy 


ry times in their Declarati- 
called themſelves by the name of His 
great Councell, And theſe Lawes and Writs are (as we 


- conceive) the proper Topick, from which the juſt power of 
_ the Honourable Houſes can be convincingly deduted': and 
"not ſuch fraile Colle&ions as the wits of men may raiſe from 


' ſeeming Analogies and Proportions. | 


(m:) — Et 5bidem vobiſcuns colloguinm habere, tratare ſuper diftis negetine 14 
veſtrumg, corſfetinm mpenſur : Writ to the Lords, | | | 


$1 


© VIII. 
' Of -the Negative Oath. 


VE are not ſatisfied , how we can ſubmit to the taking of 


the Negative Oath, | 
1. Withour forfeiture of that /iberty, which we have ſworne 


and are bound to preſerve. With which liberty we-cor- 

ceive it to be inconſiſtent, that any obligation ſhould be laid 

upon the Subject, by an oath not eſtabliſhed by A of Pare 
— lament. 

'2, Without abjuring our (a) »atwal Allegiarce,and violating 
| the Oathes of Supremacy and Allegiance by us formerly (a) Every 
taken. By all which being bound to our power to aſ- Subjeftv) 

bf the King,we are by this Negative Oath required to fear, the duty of 


from our heart ,zot to aſſiſt him. R _ his Alleot- 
ance t bouns 


den to ſerve and aſſift. his Prince aud Soveraigne Lord 'm all ſeaſons Whenneed | 


- 


Aeallrequire. LT H:7. I 8. 


3+ Without diminution of His Aajeſfties juft Power and great 
meſſe, contrary to the third Article of the Covenant ; by ac- 
knowledging a power in the two Houſes of Parliament, in. 
Oppoſition to the Kings Power. Whereas we profeſſc'our 
delves unable to underitand, how there can be any lawfull 
power exerciſed within this Realme, which is not ſabordi- 
Bat to the power of the King, OY RE ERaam 


G2) 


Y&. I% 
Of the Ordinances concerning the 
Diſcipline and Direttory, 


. 


| To concerning them all together ; we arc not ſatisfied how 
A. we can 1ubmat to ſach Ordinances of the two Houſes of Par- 
liament not having the Royall eAſſert, 

i. ASare contrary to the eltabliſhed Lawes of this Realm 
contained in ſuehAdts of Parliament as were made by the 
zoynt conſent of King, Lords, and Commons, 

2. Norſo onely, but alſo pretend by repeal to abrogate fuck 
Aqt or Ads, For, ſince Ejuſdem eft poteftatis deſtrnere 
cnjus eſt conſtitrere , it will not ſink with ns, that a leſſer po- 

. wer can have a juſt right ro cancel and annall the At ofa 
greater, , 

3. Eſpecially the whole power of ordering all matters Ecelc- 
fiaſticall being by the Lawes in expreffe words for eve 

annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, And npon 
what head that Crown ought to ſtand, none can be igno- 
rant. | 


Azko. the particular Ordinances : thoſe that concern the Diſci- 
line firlt. 
. 1. If under that title be comprehended the Government allo : 
we cannot ſubmit thereunto ,. without conſenting to the 
. eradication of a Government of reverend Antiquity in the 
Church. Which (notwithſtanding the ſeverall changes of 
Religion within this Realm) hath yet from time to {me 
been continued and confirmed by the Publique Laws and 
Great Charters of the Kingdome : then which there cannoC 
be a more ample teſtimony that it was ever held agreeable 
to the Civill Government and the Subjects liberty, Which 
alſo the ſucceſſive Kings of this Realme at their ſeverall 
Coronations have ſolemnly ſworn to preſerve. And the con- 
tinuance whereof for ſundry reaſons before(upon the ſecond 
dam of the Covenant) ſpecified, we heartily wiſh and 
defire. 


2. But if the word Diſcipline be taken {as it is in the fill a 
ricle 


Sit: Ek Lo 
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ticle of the Covenant) as contraditizgniſhed unto the Govern- 
ment : there is ſorncthing even in that alſo, wherein we are 
not fully ſatisfied, v:z. the leaving of fo much power in ſo 
many perſons, *and thoſe, many of them of meane quality, 
for the keeping back of thouſands of well-meaning Chrilt:- 
ans from the benefit and comfort of the bleſſed Sacrament. 
An Auſterity, for which there appcareth not to us any pro- 
bable warrant from the Word of God : But which ſcemeth 
rather jrepugnant ; as to the generall principles of Chriſtian 
prudence and charity, ſo to the diretions and pradtice of S. 
Paul in particular ; who in a Church abounding with ſun- 
dry errors and corruptions both in faith and manners, (ha- 
ving firſt given order for the excommunicating of one onely 
perſon that by ſhamelefſe continuance in a notorious {inne 
hath brought a foule ſcandall upon the Goſpell} fufficing 
himſelf then with a generall propoſall of the great danger 
of »77worthy communicating, remitteth every other particular 
perſon to a /elfe-:xamination ; without any order either to. , (7-51.28, 
Miniſters or Lay-Elders to exclude any from the holy-Com- +... 
_ munion upon their Examination. 
fs to the Ordinance concerning the Direfory in particular: — 35+ 
ve cannot without regret of Conſcience, (during our preſent 


udgement; and the continuarice of the preſent Lawes) conſent to 
he taking away Of the Book of ( ommon-Prayer. | 

1, Which by our Subſcribtions moſt ofus have approved : 

with a ſolemne promiſe therewithall, in the publique Ser- 

. Viceto uſe the forme preſcribed therein, and no other. 

.2.. Which, according to our ſaid Subſcription and Promiſe, 
and our bounden duty according to the Statute in that 
caſe provided, we have hitherto uſed in out Churches, Chap- 
ples, and other Oratories, to the great benefit and comfort 
of our ſoules. es 

3- Which we verily beleeve not to contain any thing which 

(with ſuch favourable conſtrution as of right ought to be 

|: allowedtoalf manner of Writings) is not jultly defenſible ; 

Which hath nothbcen by learned and godly men ſufficiently 

_ maintained againift ſuch exceptions as have been heretofore 

.: Taken hereat ; and which we are got confident (by the Aill- 

F | ſtance 


034 
ſtance. of Almighty God) we ſhall be able to juitifie (as oc- 
cafion {hall be offered) agairſt all Papilts, and other op. 

__ pugners or depravers thereot whatſoever." 
4. Which is cltabliſhed by an A of Parliamenr, made (in 
peaceable times) by as good and full authority as airy un- 
der heaven can have over us. Which doth ſo weigh with us, 
' that as.it Freeth us from the neceſſity of giving in any parti- 
cular exceptions againlt the Directory or ivy thicg; therein 
contained ; ſo it layeth an inevitable neceflity upon us of 
continuing the torme of Prayer therein enjoyned, 8 of not 
admitting any Directory or other forme to the prejudice 
thereof, till the ſaid Act lhall by the'like good and full au- 
thority be repealed, > oo Oy nn po. 
In which Statute there is not onely an. expraſſe Command given 
to all. Miniſters for the uſing of the ſame ; but there are alſo 
ſanttions of [errere puniſhments to be inflicted upon ſuch of them 
as.ſhall refuſe ſo to doe 3. or-ſhall preach, declare or ſpeak any 
thing to-rhe derogation or depraving of the Book. of, Common 
© Prayer, or of any thing therein contained, or of any part thereof :. | 
with puniſhments allo- to be inflited uper: every other. perſon 
whatſoever (the Lords of the Parlkamemnt not excepted ) that (hall 
in like manner declare or Ipeak .againſt the ſaid Book ; or ſhall 
by geed or threatping compell or otherwiſe procure or maintain 
any Miniſter to ſay open Prayer, .or to miniſter any Sacrament a. 
any other, manner or forme then is mentioned in the ſaid Book 3 
or {ball interrupt. or hinder any Miniſter in the. uſe of the faid 
formes; as by the words of the ſaid Stature more at large May 
_ EE ng | 
Which Statiite alfo hath had ſuck an univerſal powerfull infu- 
* $r:t..23. Ence into the ſucceeding times, that.ip all ſuch * Statutes as Rave 
E1:z.1.e 29 been fince made againſt Popiſh Recuſants, the refuſing to % pre- |. 
Elijz.6. & ſent at Commoy-Prajer, or to receive the Sacrament according 10 tt 
35E1.1.0 2. formes and rites mentioned in that, Book,: is cxpreſſed as the M0 
> 3 Jac. 4. proper legall charaQter, whereby to diſtinguiſh a Popi/b Recuſant 
5. . from atrueProteſtant. , In ſo much that. uſe hath heen. made 0 
rhat Very.- Character in ſundry As, ſince. the beginning of thus 
preſent Parliament for the taxing of double payments upoP Ke: 


cuſants,, FT Thas 


(35) 

Hus have we clearly and freely repreſented onr preſent 

judgement concerning the ſaid Covenant, Negative Oath, 
and Ordinances ; which upon better information in any parti- 
cular, we ſhall be ready to reftiftie. Onely we deſire it may be 
conſidered, that if any one ſingle ſcruple or reaſon in any the 
premiſſes remaine unſatished, (though we ſhould receive full ſa- 
tisfaction in all the reſt) the Conſcience would alſo remain till 
naſatisfied. And in that caſe, it can neither be reaſonable for _ 
them that cannot fſatisfic us to preſſe us, nor lawfull for us that 
cannot be ſatisfied to ſubmit to the ſaid Covenant, Oath and Or- 


dinances. 


QUINTT L. 


D ut damnaverit eum, qui duabus potentiſſimss rebus defenditur, 
| Fare & mente ? 


R o M » I4. 22 


Happy is he that condemneth not himſelfe in that which he 
alloweth.. 


THE EMXD. 


